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Author outlines life in Iran

     Ghazal Omid’s “Living in Hell: A True Odyssey of a Woman’s Struggle in Islamic Iran Against Personal and Political Forces” (Park Avenue Publishers, $26.95) warns readers that if Iran becomes a nuclear power, we should all start digging either shelters or graves.

     After reading her book, this reviewer agrees. This is not an easy read and can hardly be called entertainment. Intended to be biographical, it takes a reader down a number of avenues. For instance, after a foreword by author Loretta Napoleoni, a section on Iranian politics and the mullahs, another on terrorism and Islam, a third on Iranian culture and a letter to Omid’s readers, we almost begin at the beginning.

     From that point, we cover her difficult childhood, family problems, life with Jewish friends, politics, the Islamic Revolution, her hellish high school years, higher education, reaching young womanhood and surviving eight years of war with Iraq.

     She writes about the mobs paid to demonstrate in the streets and the women who roam the cities, looking for women or girls who have committed the slightest breach in the oppressive rules set forth by the mullah. Abducted by the secret police when campaigning for women’s rights, Omid escapes by jumping from a moving car and eventually ends up in Canada.

     Reading this saga is worth the effort, if just for the author’s insights into Iranian and Islamic culture and the lunatic fringe that has taken charge of her native land.

__Budd Arthur
